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SUB J : APPARENT TAMPERING WITH US MAIL TO THE PRC 

1. THE HKG POLITICAL ADVISOR'S OFFICE (POLAD) HAS INFORMED 
US THAT ON JULY 9 THE HK POSTAL ADMINISTRATION RECEIVED 446 
AIR MAIL LETTERS ORIGINATING FROM THE US AND DESTINED FOR 
VARIOUS ADDRESSES IN THE PRC. THE LETTERS BORE POST MARKS 
AS EARLY AS DECEMBER 1972 AND WERE ALL DELAYED FOR LONG 
PERIODS IN TRANSIT BEFORE ARRIVING IN HONG KONG ON JULY 9. 

ALL ARRIVED INDIVIDUALLY AND SHOWED SIGNS OF HAVING BEEN 
OPENED AND RESEALED. ON JULY 10 THE HK POSTAL AUTHORITIES 
PLACED THE LETTERS IN ABAG AND FORWARDED THEM TO CANTON, 
TOGETHER WITH A LETTER ADDRESSED TO THE KWANGTUNG AUTHORITIES 
NOTING THAT THE LETTERS HAD ALL SUFFERED LONG DELAYS IN 
TRANSIT, BUT "BORE NO SECOND DATE STAMPS OR OTHER EVIDENCE" 
REGARDING MISCIRCULATION. 

2. IN POLAD'S OPINION, THE FACT THAT THE LETTERS ALL 
ARRIVED IN HK AT ONE TIME INDICATES THAT THE TAMPERING 
OCCURED OUTSIDE THE COLONY, PERHAPS IN TAIWAN. CONGEN 
HAS HEARD OF OTHER INSTANCES WHERE LETTERS FROM NORTH 
AMERICA WERE OPENED AND ANTI-COMMUNIST STATEMENTS INSERTED 
BEFORE THEY WERE SENT ON TO CHINA. THIS MAY ALSO HAVE 
OCCURED IN THIS INSTANCE. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 02 HONG K 07772 0305 11Z 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


EM NORMALLY MAIL FROM THE US ARRIVES IN HK IN SEALED BAGS 
AND IS FORWARDED TO CANTON UNOPENED. THE DEPARTMENT MAY 
WISH TO SUGGEST THAT US POSTAL AUTHORITIES ENCOURAGE THIS 
PRACTICE FOR ALL MAIL LEAVING THE US FOR THE PRC. 

DEAN 
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